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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS

,

•

•·

The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as follows:
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. Initiative. Changes laws regulating registration of voters. Requires dew
state-wide registration of voters commencing January 1, 1932; voter's registration to continue in force until cancelled at his request, or upon his death, removal, insanity, conviction of felony, or by judgment of cancellation;
on January first of each subsequent odd-numbered year registration of any person not voting at last preceding
August primary or November general election to be cancelled and notice thereof mailed such person at least ten
days prior to close of registration for any subsequent election and such person must re-register before voting.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
.'

County (or City and County) o~\L.ER..~NCIS.cO.... _

55.

To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California:
We, the undersigned, registered, qualified electors of the State of California, residents of
-t·+i"'t·~

.+...._...................... County (or City and County), present to the Secretary of· State this

that the Political Code of the State of California be amended as hereinafter set forth
10 full, and petition
the same be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or
.. rejection at the next succeeding general election or as provided by law.
.
.
An act to amend sections 1083a, 1094, 1095a, 1097,1103,1105, 1106, 1115,1120, and to repeal sections 1228 and 1229 .' .. '
of the Political Code, relating to registration of electors and conduct of elections.
'l'v

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:,,~·;;~;.; .'
Section 1. Section 1083a of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
'".
1083a. Wherever, by the constitution or laws of this state, any initiative, referendum, recall or nominating
petition or paper, or any petition or paper, is required to be signed by qualified electors, only an elector who is a
registered qualified elector at the time he signs such petition or paper, shall be entitled to sign the same. Each
signer shall add to his signature his place of residence, giving street and number if either exist, and if no street or
number exists, then such a designation of the place of residence as will enable the location to be readily ascertained.
Such signer shall at the time of so signing such petition or paper affix thereto the date of such signing.
Wherever, by the constitution or laws of this state, the county clerk or registrar of voters is required to detetmine- from the records of registration what number of qualified electors have signed such petition or paper.. 'he~" , . .
shaH deteulllne that fact with respect to the purported signature of any elector from the affidavit of registration,
current and in effect at the date of such signing of such paper.
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Sec. 2. Section 1094 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1094. There shall be, commencing January 1, 1932, in each county and city and county of the state, a new
and complete registration of voters of such county or city and county. Such registration shall be in progress at
all times except during that number of days immediately preceding any election which the Constitution of the State
requires for an elector to establish a legal residence for voting purposes in a precinct, when it shall cease for such
election as to electors residing in the territory within which such election is to be held; and transfers of registration
for such election may be made from one precinct to another precinct in the same county or city and county at any
time when such registration shall be in progress in the precinct to which the elector seeks to transfer; provided,
that where any general or special municipal election, or any other special election including any primary election and all special elections to vote for officers, or upon or for or against any proposition or question authorized
to be submitted to a vote, is held on or after the first day in January and before the first day in April of the year
1932 the original affidavit of registration and indexes used in the last general state election in. any county or city
and county in this state, together with the original affidavits of registration since the last election, and supplemental indexes, showing all additional registrations, changes and corrections made since the registration for
the last general election, completed to and including the last day on which an elector may begin to establish a legal
residence for voting purposes in a precinct prior to said election then being held, may be used at such election to
determjne the electors entitled to vote thereat. All affidavits of registration made prior to the first day of January
of the year 1932 shall be deemed canceled upon said day except for the sole purpose of being used as hereinbefore
stated at elections held thereafter and before the first day of April of that year, and shall, on said last mentioned day,
be deemed canceled for all purposes. The board having charge and control of elections in each county or city and
county, may provide by resolution, for the registration of voters in their respective precincts, by the officer charged
with the registration of electors, and may also provide by resolution for the registration of electors at specified
times and places, other than the office of the county clerk or registrar of voters, deemed most convenient to large
numbers of electors, without reference to respective, or particular precincts, in such a manner that the affidavits
of registration as provided by law may be taken at such time and place, of any elector within the county who is
entitled to register therein; provided, that any registration which may be made at the main office for registration
in any such city and county may be made and taken in any place in said city and county in such manner as may
be provided by rules and regulations made by the board having control of registration in any such city and county.
Upon the written request of the officer charged with the registration of electors, every landlord or keeper of
premises where lodgers abide, shall furnish said officer a list of all lodgers occupying rooms, or sleeping apartments, or beds in premises under his or its control.
Said officer shall so request such a list of lodgers whenever there shall be filed in his office not less than
twenty days before the date of the next succeeding election a petition that such request be made, signed by
any ten electors of the county specifying the premises from which lists are desired. Such lists shall be furnished
upon blanks provided by said officer, and they must be received in his office not less than ten days before the day
of said election.
Any landlord or keeper of premises where lodgers abide, who neglects or refuses to comply promptly with
the provisions of this section or who furnishes a false list of such lodgers, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. All
lists so returned shall be kept on file in the office of the officer receiving same, open to public inspection. It shall
be the duty of said officer to compile a list of such electors, if there are any, who are registered as residing in any
of these premises and whose names are not returned in the lists furnished by the landlord or keeper thereof. At
least three days before the date of the next succeeding election, in any precinct where such premises are located,
said officer shall send by registered mail to the inspector of election in said precinct a certified copy of the list he
has thus prepared, with instructions to chalJenge the vote of each and all such persons if offered at the election,
1
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INITIATIVE MEASURE PROVIDING FOR
PERMANENT REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
under subdivision five of section 1230 of the Political Code. Whenever in the laws of this state the word "register" or "great register" is used with relation to elections, it shall be deemed to mean and include the relative and
proper affidavits of registration, prepared and bound by the county clerk or registrar of voters.
Sec. 3. Section 1095a of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1095a. The county clerk or registrar of voters charged with the registration of voters shall provide blank
forms for the affidavits of registration. Such forms shall consist of originals and duplicates, and both originals
and duplicates shall be numbered in sequence beginning with number one. Numbering shall begin anew with
each one million affidavits of registration. Such blank forms shall be bound conveniently in books, pads or packages
in such manner as the county clerk or registrar of voters may determine. Each deputy clerk, depu!}' registrar or
registration clerk shall receipt to the county clerk or registrar of voters for all blank forms of affldavits issued
to him, specifying the numbers thereon, and he shall be charged with the same until he returns and files them.
If any affidavit form is spoiled or a mistake is made in filling the blanks therein it must not be destroyed but shall
be marked "spoiled" and returned to the county clerk or re~istrar of voters. When the ~~istration for any election is closed all deputies or registration clerks must, immedlately thereafter, return all
idavits of registration
and all unused or spoiled forms; and within five days after the close of such registration the county clerk or registrar of voters must report to the district attorney of the county or city and county, under oath, the names of his
deputies, if any, who have not complied with the provisions of this section; and it shall be the duty of the district
attorney to forthwith begin a criminal prosecution against such deputies or registration clerks as shall not have
complied with the provisions of this section. Any deputy, or person having charge of affidavits of registration
who shall wilfully or by gross carelessness neglect, fail, or refuse to comply with the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Sec. 4. Section 1097 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1097. Subdivision 1. No person shall be registered as an elector except by affidavit of registration. Such
affidavit must be made before the county clerk or registrar of voters, or his deputy or registration clerk and
shall set forth all the facts required to be shown in section 1096 and 1097 of the Political Code. If an elector is
absent from the county in which he or she claims residence, he or she shall obtain from the county clerk or registrar of voters of his or her home county, or city and county, the required blank affidavit of registration in duplicate and then may appear before any judge or clerk of any court of record, or notary public, or if in a foreign
country, before any minister, consul, or vice consul of the United States, and may make and subscribe an affidavit as to his or her residence, specifying in what ward or precinct he or she claims residence; that he or she
will be necessarily and unavoidably absent from said county or city and county, on all the days allowed by law
for general registration of electors, and setting forth in such affidavit each and all the matters required by sections
1096 and 1097 of the Political Code of the State of California, and forward such affidavit, in duplicate, duly authenticated as above, by mail, enclosed in an envelope addressed to the county clerk of any county, or the registrar
of voters in any county or city and county in which he or she claims to be an elector. The county clerk or registrar of voters of any county or city and county, on a request made in writing, shall furnish the necessary blank
forms of affidavit of registration in duplicate, to all electors so applying who are or will be temporarily absent
from their home precinct. Upon receipt of such affidavit by such county clerk or tegistrar of voters within thQ
time allowed by law for registration, the said affidavit shall be entered and bound by the county clerk or registrar
of voters in the proper register in such precinct.
Sub. 2. No foreign born person shall be registered unless:
(a) If a naturalized citizen, upon the production of his or her certificate of naturalization or upon the production of a certificate of registration in the county of his or her last residence in the state, showing the date and
place of naturalization; provided, that any person registering for the first time in the state must produce his or
her certificate of naturalization.
.
(b) If a citizen by virtue of his or her father being a citizen at the time of his or her birth, upon his or her
sworn statement that his or her father was a citizen of the United States at the time of his or her birth and has
been a resident thereof.
.
(c) If a citizen by virtue of the naturalization of his or her parent, upon his or her affidavit that he or she
became a citizen by such naturalization of his or her parent, naming such parent, that such naturalization took
place during his or her minority and that he or she began to reside permanently in the United States while such
minor child.
(d) If a citizen by virtue of marriage to a citizen, the month, day and year, and place of her marriage shall
be entered upon the affidavit of registration together with the name of the husband.
(e) If a citizen by virtue of the naturalization of her husband, the month, day and year and place of such
naturalization together with the name of the husband shall be entered.
Sub. 3. In every case the affidavit of the party must show all the facts required to be stated. The county
clerk or registrar of voters may cause to be written or printed upon the margin or reverse side of the affidavit,
in addition to any matter hereinafter provided for, all such words as are deemed necessary'or convenient for the
purpose of designating the precinct, district or political subdivision for which such affidavit is taken, or deemed
necessary or convenient to indicate any removal or transfer of registration, or any other reasonable memoranda
deemed necessary or convenient for the purpose of enabling such county clerk or registrar of voters to perform
his duties in the assorting or classification or handling of such affidavits with correctness and dispatch. In designating the residence of the elector or the post-office address it shall not be necessary in either case to repeat the
county or city and county or state where the name of said county or city and county or state elsewhere appear.
In connection with the statement regarding the citizenship of affiant, the affidavit may have printed in brackets
statements of the various methods of acquiring citizenship, and it shall be sufficient to underline, or otherwise
mark with pen and ink, or indelible pencil, that statement applicable to the particular affiant. The words printed
in the body of the affidavit, which by reason of statements of the elector are not applicable to such registration,
shall not be deemed a portion of such affidavit of registration. The size and style of the blank forms of affidavits
shall be determined by the county clerk or registrar of voters. Pen and ink or indelible pencil must be used in
marking the portions of the affidavit which are not printed. The matter in the body of the affidavit. where the
size of type iii not otherwise specified, shall be not less than eight point plain-faced type, save that words inserted
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INITIATIVE MEASURE PROVIDING FOR
PERMANENT REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
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in parentheses, which are for the information or instruction of the deputies or registration clerks, may be in smaller ;
type at the discretion of the county clerk or registrar of voters. Subject to the foregoing provisions the body of _.....
said affidavit shall be substantially in the following form:
....',t
No. 1
Prec ........................... Dist.....~~ .. _.... _.... _

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION
Name (Mrs. or Miss) ....................................................... _........................................................................... _........................................................................................................ __ ......._
Family
Given
Middle
Residence ........................................ __ ... _.... _.......................................... _............................................................................................... _..................... _......................................................................... .
Party Affili ation ................._......................................................................................._.... N ati vi ty.............................................. _.......................................................... _.................. _..........
I acquired citizenship by
Decree of court
Marriage to citizen
Naturalization of husband
when............................................................... where ........................................................._
Naturalization of father
Citizenship of father
Husband's
Act of Congress
Father's name ............................................................................................................ _~_
Treaty
•

Read .................................... Write .................................... Physical disability.................................................................................................................. _.........................................
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ss.

County of .................... _........... __ ........ _...................................................................................
I hereby swear that the statements made by me, as above recorded, are true and that at the time of the next
election I will be at least 21 years of age, a citizen of the United States for 90 days, a resident of the state, the
county, and the precinct for the periods respectively required by the Constitution. I have ordered canceled all
my registrations prior to this and I am legally qualified to vote.
( ::)igned) .................................................................................................................................._

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
.................... _................. day of..... _................................ 19 ...... .
...... ............... -... _-- .......... _- .................... --

.................................................

Deputy County Clerk or Registrar of Voters
There shall also be provided on the margin or the reverse side of such affidavit of registration spaces suitable
in size and number to note the number of the ballot voted as required by sections 1204 and 1205 of the Political
Code or in the case of the use of voting machines the date of the election.
Sub. 4. Whenever any elector, between the time of his or her last registration and the time for the closing of
registration for any given election in the same county or city and county, shall have lawfully changed his or her
surname by an order of court or she by a change or assumption of marital relation, he or she shall be entitled to
reregister under his or her new or changed name, upon an additional statement made at the time of such reregistration, giving the name under which he or she was so last registered in said county or city and county, and the!
residence given and contained in said last affidavit of registration, which additional statement shall be printed
or written upon the margin or reverse side of such affidavit of reregistration before the said affidavit is signed,
and shall be deemed a part thereof. Upon such registration the last previous registration of such elector shall
be canceled. Upon change of residence within the county electors must register anew and authorize the cancellation of the previous registration.
.....

Sub. S. No persons shall be registered except as above provided unless upon the production and filing of a
certified copy of the judgment of the superior court directing such entry to be made.
Sec. S. Section 1103 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1103. The person charged with the registration of voters in each county or city and county must preserve all
uncanceled affidavits made before himself or his deputies for the purpose of procuring registration. Each affidavit
shall continue in force and effect as a part of the regiSlter of electors until canceled according to law. The affidavits shall constitute the register required to be kept by law.
Sec. 6. Section 1105 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1105. Cancellation is made by writing or stamping on the affidavit of registration the word "canceled," the
reason therefor, and the date of such cancellation. In addition to the cancellation provided for in section 1106
and elsewhere in this code, whenever an elector removes from one county to another county and registers in such other
county, the county clerk or registrar of voters in the former county of registration, upon being informed of such
removal, either by the elector personally or through the provisions of sections 1104 of this code, must cancel
and remove the original affidavit of registration in such county. All canceled affidavits of registration must be
preserved by the county clerk, or registrar of voters until the first day of January of the next odd-numbered year.
The county clerk or registrar of voters in distributing to each precinct the indexes of registration, as required in
section 1116 of this code, shall cross out of such indexes the names of all electors whose affidavits of registration
from such precinct have been thus canceled.
Sec. 7. Section 1106 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1106. The county clerk or registrar of voters must cancel the entry in the following cases.:
1. At the request of the party registered.
2. When he knows of the death or removal of the person registered.
3. When the insanity of the person registered is legally established.
4. Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment of the conviction of any elector of any infamous
crime, or of the embezzlement or misappropriation of any public money, in full force against the person registered.
S. Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancellation to be made.
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INITIATIVE MEASURE PROVIDING }i'OR
PERMANENT REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
6. Beginning on the first day of January, 1933, and on the first day of January of every odd-numbered year
thereafter, the county clerk, or registrar of voters, shall examine the absent voters lists, the affidavits of registration, and the rosters of voters that were kept by the election officers in each and every precinct in the county or
city and county used at the August primary and the general election held in November of the next preceding evennumbered year, and shall cancel the original and duplicate affidavits of registration and remove from each precinct register the original affidavit of registration of all those electors who did not vote at either the aforesaid
August primary or the general election. Said elector shall not be again permitted to vote until he or she shall have
re-registered according to law. The county clerk, or registrar of voters, shall mail prepaid to each elector whose
registration is so cancelled a notice in substantially the following form: "You are hereby notified that, in accordance with the provisions of section 1106 of the Political Code, your registration has been cancelled because of your
failure to vote at either the primary or general election last year, and you will be unable to vote at future elections
unless you re-register." The mailing of such notices shall be completed not later than ten days prior to the closing of registration for any election in the county, city and county, city, town or other political subdivision in which
such elector may have been registered.
The county clerk, or registrar of voters, shall be allowed to employ such help, as is necessary to enable him
to comply with the provisions of this section.
7. Every judge before whom proceedings were had which result in any person being declared incapable of
taking care of himself and managing his property, and for whom a guardian of his person and estate is accordingly appointed, or which result in such person being committed to a state insane asylum as an insane person,
shall file with the county clerk, or registrar of voters, a certificate of that fact, and thereupon the county clerk, or
registrar of voters, shall cancel the name of such person upon the great register, if found thereon.
8. The county clerk shall also, in the first week of September, in each year, examine the records of the courts
having jurisdiction in case of infamous crimes and the embezzlement or misappropriation of public money within
his county, and shall notify the registrar of voters and the county clerk, or the registrar of voters shall cancel
upon the great register the names of all electors appearing thereon who shall have been convicted of an infamous
crime or of the embezzlement or misappropriation of public money in such court and which conviction shall have
been carried into effect.
Sec. 8. Section 1115 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
1115. Within five days after the binding of said books by precincts the county clerk or registrar of voters
shall prepare an index of each book, for county or city and county elections, said index to contain the names and
addresses, as they appear in said books. Such names shall include Christian or given names, the middle name or
initial, if any; and, if the name be that of a woman, the Christian name shall be preceded by the designation of
"Miss" or "Mrs." as the case may be. The county cler.k or registrar of voters shall have prepared at least forty
copies of said index for the use of said county, and he shall at the same time also have prepared and shall furnish
to the municipalities within said county, such additional number of copies thereof, not exceeding twenty, as the
governing body of such municipalities shall by resolution require. The county clerk or registrar of voters shall
furnish upon written or oral demand of every candidate, who is to be voted for in said county, city, or city and'
county or any political subdivision of said county, city, or city and county or upon written demand of his campaign committee, one copy of the index of the registration, for such primary and general elections in which said
candidate will participate, at a cost of fifty cents per thousand names. All such moneys collected shall be deposited
in the county treasury, to the credit of the general fund. The number of copies of said index necessary to be
provided shall apply only to the index prepared for use at general elections. In counties where indexes are prepared for primary elections, a smaller number of such indexes may be prepared. The county clerk or registrar
of voters shall have bound together in one or more volumes, a general index of said books arranged alphabetically by precincts, and shall keep at least one copy of said general index in hl's office for public reference. He
shall also transmit one copy of said general index to the state librarian at Sacramento.
Sec. 9. Section 1120 of the Political Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
,
1120. All electors shall be entitled to vote at the elections mentioned in section 1044 of this code, who come
within the terms or comply with the requirements of this section.
1. Every person who was a qualified elector at the general state election immediately preceding the holding
of any of the elections mentioned in section 1044 of this code, and who was registered as required by law as a qualified elector of anyone of the precincts which together compose the special election or consolidated election precincts, and who continues to reside within the exterior boundaries of such special election or consolidated election
precinct, until the time of the holding of the election rrovided for and held under said section 1044, and who voted
at either the August primary or the general election 0 the even-numbered year next preceding, shall be entitled to
vote at said election, without other or additional registra tion. All other persons, in order to be entitled to vote at
any of the elections provided for in said section 1044, must be registered in the manner required by sections 1094,
1096, and 1097 of this code, as electors of and within one of the precincts which composes the special election or
consolidated election precinct wherein they claim to be entitled to vote. Such registration must be made and had
in accordance with the provisions of sections 1094, 1096 and 1097 of the Political Code; provided, that such registration shall be in progress at all times except during that number of days immediately preceding any such municipal or special election held under said section 1044 of this code which the Constitution of the State requires for
an elector to establish a legal residence for voting purposes in a precinct.
2. When any of the elections mentioned in section 1044 of this code is held on or after the first day of April
of the year 1932, any person to be entitled to vote at such elections must have been registered since the opening
of registration on January 1, 1932, in the manner required by sections 1094, lO96 and 1097 of this code as an
elector of and within one of the precincts which compose the special election or consolidated precinct wherein
he claims to be entitled to vote.
Sec. 10.

Sections 1228 and 1229 of the Political Code are hereby repealed.

Sec. 11. Any section of th;s act may be amended by the Legislature, except that no amendment by the Legislature shall provide for a general bi-ennial or other periodic re-registration of voters.
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